
Nantucket School Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 February 8, 2011 

Page 1 of 2 
 

 1 
Present Members: Jenny Garneau, Robin Harvey, Tim Lepore, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, and 2 

Helene Blair  3 

 4 

The meeting was called to order at 4:05PM in the Superintendent’s Conference Room. 5 

 6 

A motion to move into a Policy Review Workshop was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by 7 

Helene Blair. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.   8 

 9 

Policy I – Instruction:  The Task Force reviewed proposed policies in Section I, as a follow up 10 

to an earlier workshop on November 20, 2010, at which time they reviewed the first half of the I 11 

policies.  There were few questions except for the following policies. 12 

 13 

Policy ID (School Day) – It was noted that a change will need to be made in the last sentence – 14 

add “or other special circumstances as determined by the administration.”   15 

 16 

Policy IHAM (Health Education) – There was discussion about how this is implemented at the 17 

elementary level.  Mr. Cozort shared that it is integrated. 18 

 19 

Policy IHAMB (Parental Notification relative to sex education) – One committee member asked 20 

how this notification gets out to parents.  Mr. Cozort noted it would be in the handbooks. 21 

 22 

Policy IHBB (Gifted and Talented Education) – There was general agreement that the first line 23 

in the second paragraph should be amended to read, “The primary objective of gifted and 24 

talented education….” 25 

 26 

Policy IIB (Class Size) – This policy again received active discussion.  The School Committee 27 

continues to believe in the concept of maintaining manageable class sizes. However, the School 28 

Committee questioned whether the Target Class Sizes, which were developed in the 1990’s, 29 

were still appropriate.  It is clear that these targets have not been maintained in the last few years 30 

and the Committee wondered why we would have a policy that we do not follow, especially 31 

given the financial climate.   32 

 33 

Policy IJNDB (Acceptable Use Policy) – The task force members lauded Karen McGonigle for 34 

her work in recommending sound policy in this technology-related issue. 35 

 36 

Policy IJNDD (Social Networking) – There was a great debate on this topic.  Most committee 37 

members felt that we needed some policy on this issue, but perhaps not as inclusive as this 38 

proposed policy is.  Specifically, to disallow email, phone contact and texting between teachers 39 

or coaches and their students or athletes might be particularly problematic on Island life. The 40 

School Committee determined to return this policy to the Task Force for further study and input 41 

before accepting any recommendation for approval. 42 

 43 

Policy IKB (Homework) – The Committee approves of this policy, with the understanding that 44 

the Superintendent will publish procedures outlining the roles and responsibilities of students, 45 

parents, teachers and administrators. 46 
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 47 

IKF (Graduation Requirements) – One school committee member asked if the Community 48 

Service requirement should be listed in this policy.  Mr. Cozort will check into this. 49 

 50 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Helene Blair. Melissa Bonvini 51 

Murphy seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee.  52 

 53 

Meeting adjourned at 5:30PM. 54 
 55 

Respectfully submitted,  56 

Michael Cozort 57 

School Committee Clerk Pro Tem 58 


